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The Collar Staff

   Nick Young, Vocal Music
Teacher, instructs the All-
Region Honor Choir  for Altus
High School.
     The All-Region Honor Choir
is a one-day festival choir made
up of students from SW
Oklahoma that perform a
concert consisting of the All-
State repertoire and some
additional pieces. Two choirs
meet that day: a junior high
choir of grades 7-9 and a high
school choir of grades 10-12.
     The participants are Karli
Philips, Alexis Winters, Chloe
McBride, Matilyn Dennis, Bray
Davis, Graham Hartgraves,
Kaden Clendennen, Calista
Pavelschak, Eddie Heyden, Abi
Beane, Jenny Phan, Lexie Scott,
Jaycee Foster, Kymanee
Otaniyi, Trinity McDole, Ethan
Brunner, Michael Weeks,
Emma Lientz, Rayne Louviere,
Jenna Foster,
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Aunika Black, and Ashlyn
Rothchild. 
     The students prepare their
parts on the All-State audition
music and sing for a panel of
judges who will mark all their
successes and mistakes down to
measure. Students that receive
the highest scores in each voice
part make the choir. 
    Some dedicated students will
even move on to a second
audition for Round 1 All-State
Choir. Auditions will also take
place in Lawton on October 29.
Select students will move on to
Round 2 auditions.
    Mr. Young states, "All-Region
is an optional opportunity for
the students, meaning that they
have to learn this music mostly
on their own. We had 22 choose
to audition, and 22 made it
through. We are proud of these
students." 
              
     

By Dominic Rodriguez 
Staff Writer

All-Region Honor Choir 



     David Van Swearingen is a junior here
at Altus High School. He has attended
AHS since his freshman year.
     David was born in Seattle, Washington.
He was raised in Washington state before
moving to Altus, Oklahoma in 2013. 
     His family members include his mom and
step-dad, Heather and Jimmy Gatch, his little
brother, Levi Gatch, and two older sisters
Mandi Elmore and Makenzie Van
Swearingen. 
  David is involved in numerous
activities here at Altus High School
including cross country, soccer, athletic
leadership, NHS, and FCA. He has
lettered in soccer and academics and
has maintained a 4.0 GPA. 
     His favorite thing about AHS is all the
extra-curricular activities. In his free 
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Staff writer 
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By  Taylor Johnson 
Senior Editor 

Student Feature
David Van Swearingen time he enjoys playing soccer,

spending time with family, and
playing video games. 
     David states, "My family is my
main motivation in life."
    Something cool other people
might now know about David is that
over the summer he attended a
Luke Combs concert in Seattle. 
        After high school, David plans
on attending the USAFA  where he
plans on working towards becoming
a pilot in the Air Force. 
     David's favorite verse is Joshua
1:9 "Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you
wherever you go."
     

Student Feature
Northern Lights and did a polar
plunge in the Norwegian Sea in the
winter.
     Her favorite thing about Altus
High School is being on the swim
team. She says, "It's fun, and
everyone on the swim team is so
nice and supportive of each other."
     After high school, Emmalen plans
to go to college to eventually
become a doctor because she is
interested in anatomy and
physiology. She is  thinking about
being a pediatrician because she
likes little kids.
     Emmalen is motivated to be her
best, so she can be successful in
life. She plans to learn from her
mistakes, so they can help her grow
instead of bringing her down.
     Her favorite quote is, "Our
doubts are traitors, and make us
lose the good we oft might win, by
fearing attempt." by William
Shakespeare.

     Emmalen McLaws is a junior
here at Altus High School. She has
only attended AHS for a few weeks.
Her family is military, and she has
lived many places, such as Arizona,
Kansas, Texas, England, and
Oklahoma.
     Her parents are Dallin and
Shaina McLaws. She has a younger
brother, Davin, and three younger
sisters Reese, Skye, and Millie.
     Emmalen enjoys swimming,
gymnastics, astronomy, and
reading. Her favorite book is Les
Misérables. 
     She is involved in swim, and her
favorite subject is science. She has
received the honor roll throughout
high school.
     Emmalen loves traveling. When
she and her family lived in England,
they traveled to many places in
Europe. One of her favorite
vacations was when they went to
Norway,  where they saw the 
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Teacher Spotlight by Elizabeth Risinger 
Staff Writer

Brady Davis     Mr. Davis is new to our
bulldogs family. He teaches 
 Algebra  I here at Altus High
School. Coach Davis has 7 years
of coaching experience and is
currently coaching  softball and
baseball this year.
    He grew up in Perkins,
Oklahoma. He graduated in May
of 2022 from the University of
Central Oklahoma in Edmond,
Oklahoma. Coach Davis
received the Dale Hamilton
Award from UCO for the
Outstanding Male in Physical
Education. 
     His mom, Jennifer, and dad,
Milton, still live in Perkins,
Oklahoma. Coach Davis has a
younger brother named Kyle.   
 

Kyle is getting his finance
degree at the University of
Central Oklahoma.
   Coach Davis enjoys reading
books about leadership, life,
and self-help. He says he likes
to listen to music like Red Dirty
Country. He also likes watching
movies that spike his interest 
 either old  or new. 
    Coach Davis states, "I love
teaching and coaching, so I can
make a difference in the
kiddos' lives."
   His favorite saying is, “You
never know who you're talking
to, but always know who's
watching you." This is from the
Song "Somewhere in the
Middle" by Cody Jinks. 
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Bulldog Bites
What is your spirit animal?

Sophomore Helena 
Owens states, "A 
lion because they 

are fierce, beautiful, 
and intimidating." 

Junior Blake Hocker
states, "A cougar. I
like cougars; they

have a special place
in my heart."

Senior Maddex 
Carroll states, "Cats 
because they are 

pretty and are very 
calming."

Freshman Rawley
Winsett states,  "A
bulldog because of

our school."

By  Kenli Greer
Staff writer 



Bulldog Clubs
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AHS Esports

By Garrix Bauer
Senior Editor
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Robotics By Lexie Scott
Senior Managing Editor

    Here at Altus High, students
have the opportunity to participate
in the robotics club. The main
focus of the robotics club is to
encourage students to develop
skills in coding, robot building,
problem solving, and having fun. 
   Many of the students have
developed long-term friendships
and friend groups from
participating in robotics. They have
also had many students who have
graduated, come back and help
with the club. 
     Robotics class is offered in both
first and second hour. They also
have meetings after school that all
students are welcome to attend.
Students may be in either (or both)
the club and/or  class.  

     The Robotics club makes an
effort to compete at least three or
four times per school year. The
competitions are usually held in
Oklahoma City or Tulsa. Last year,
Mrs. Darby approved of the club
going to Dallas to see the Vex
World Finals, which they
thoroughly enjoyed. 
  Officers for robotics will be
elected in October. 
     The club meets on Wednesdays
after school from 3-5 P.M. Some
students come after sports, and
some students leave before 5 P.M.
The meetings are generally
relaxed and casual right now, but
as competitions get closer,
meetings will be more frequent
and formal.  

    Robotics member Diego Julian
states, "Robotics is great! I didn't
know much about coding or
building using this system, but now
I'm showing others how to do it!" 

    Esports is under the direction of
and John Wall and Zac Caffey  of
Altus Public Schools. They currently
have twenty-five members. The
coaches encourage anyone who
enjoys playing video games to join
esports.
 The students participate in 
 monthly tournaments and State
Championships. They meet from 3
P.M. to 5 P.M. Tuesdays and
Thursdays although the schedule
is subject to change. Make sure to 

listen to the announcements. 
     Esports is a multiplayer online
competition in the form of video
games, such as Fortnite, Call of
Duty, Halo, Rocket League, and
Super Smash Bros. Ultimate.
    Fortnite is a battle-royal style
game where 100 players battle for
the win.
    Call of Duty is a first-person
shooter (FPS) game franchise which
is centered around weapon-based
combat. 
    

      Halo is a first-person shooter
set in a futuristic world where you
are tasked with saving the galaxy
from multiple alien species.
     Rocket League is a fantastical
sports-type game and has been
described as "soccer with cars." The
game is based on teamwork and
outmaneuvering your opponent. 
    One of Altus High School's most
popular esports games is Super
Smash Bros. Ultimate. It is a cross-
over fighting game where multiple
iconic video game characters clash
to be the last one in the ring. Altus
High School Esports won state last
year with Tim Lee.
     Students can join Esports by
trying out. If you are interested, Call
of Duty and Rocket League tryouts
are held on Tuesdays. Halo,
Fortnite, and Smite tryouts are held
on Thursdays in room 202. 
 Everyone is welcome!
 



That Altus Band
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By: Greyson Woodward
Staff Writer

     This year's directors of "That Altus
Band" include the following: Jeff
Hastings, Blake DeLao, Jana Foster,  and
Jacob Willing. 
       Jeff Hastings has been the Director
of Bands and Fine Arts for 31 years. His
assistants are also well accomplished. 
 Jana Foster has directed Color Guard for
4 years, Blake DeLao has directed the
Altus Junior High for 14 years, and Jacob
Willing has directed Percussion for 2
years.
     With such a wide variety of
experience, the teaching is well-rounded
for the band students participating in
this year's show "Way Out West."
      The music for the "Way Out West"
musical production will be featuring
music from the following: Elmer
Bernstein, Garth Brooks, Ennio
Morricone, and Brian Tyler. 
     This year's great music selection has
equally talented soloists and drum
majors to perform it. The drum majors
are senior students Jenny Phan and
Lexie Scott. The soloists are senior
Allison Howard on bari sax and alto sax,
senior Lexie Scott on the clarinet,
accompanied by a junior clarinet player,
Kaylee Brown. 
     These hardworking band members
practice from 7:30 in the morning to the
end of first hour, diligently perfecting
the music given to them. In preparation
for the OSSAA Marching Contest, there
are additional evening practices for
"That Altus Band" ensuring that they'll
do phenomenally. Some band members
even voluntarily practice before and
after practice time. 
     Senior drum major Lexie Scott states,
"This halftime show has been so
rewarding to see come together. I
haven't heard our band have this full of a
sound in a couple of years, and I couldn't
be prouder of the musicians."
       With the great performance of "That
Altus Band," the color guard
accompanies them with a spectacular
show in gorgeous costumes.

     The featured color guard
performers that put on a
wonderful show with "That Altus
Band" are senior Kyleigh
McGough and junior Matilyn
Dennis, who are the duo for the
beginning of the show. The third
movement of the show has a
soloist performing, junior Raynie
Anderson. 
     "That Altus Band" will have
the opportunity to perform in a
live rehearsal with a professional
Disney Music Director. They'll be
going to both Disney World and
Universal Studios in Orlando, FL.
"That Altus Band" will get to
perform a Disney Music
selection with help from the
instructor during a recording
session. 
     Not only do all the band
members work to perfect their
band performance but they also
perform in many other
extracurriculars. Many are
involved in softball, volleyball,
baseball, basketball, football,
choir, or Esports. "That Altus
Band" members strive musically,
academically, and athletically.
      Even with busy schedules
and lives outside of their school
and extra curriculars, they still 

make time to compete. The
competitions the band students
will participate in are the Elgin
Marching Contest on October
1st, the OSSAA State Marching
Contest on October 25th at the 
 Yukon High School, and color
guard will perform in the OSSAA
competition on October 18th, in
Lawton. Senior color guard
member Kyleigh McGough is
super excited about the
competitions stating, "This
halftime show has been so much
fun in the making, and everyone
has learned a lot. We have
grown together as a band and I
am so excited for us to perform
the entire show for everyone
and then go to the contest to
show them what we got!"
     Along with Kylee McGough's
excitement, senior flute player
Jaycee Foster is also equally
emotional because it is her final
year performing in TAB. "In my
final year as a TAB member, I am
so excited to see this show
come together. TAB is like
another family for to me; The
friendships I have built are only
made better by the great music
we perform together."

Photo Credits to Shanda Shots



SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS
BAYLEE PENCE

STEPHON STERLING

     Baylee Pence is a senior here at Altus High
School. She was born and raised in Altus and has
attended Altus Public Schools. Her favorite things
about Altus High School are the many
opportunities to get involved in different activities. 
     She lives with her dad, Jerimy Pence, who is a
farmer, and her mom, Shawnna Pence, who works
at a vet. Her brother, Hunter, attends Western
Oklahoma State College.
    Baylee is involved in many different activities
here at the high school. She is a catcher for the
softball team and the secretary of the Altus High
School FFA Officer Team. She also participates in
the National Honors Society, Kay Klub, and 4H. She
enjoys hunting and spending time with her friends.
     Baylee has been on Superintendent's Honor
Roll since her freshman year. She was also the All-
District Catcher last year, and she also has
numerous state titles in shooting.
   After high school, she plans to attend Western
Oklahoma State College to get a business degree
while shooting for their shotgun team. 
      Baylee's favorite quote is from Psalms and is
"Be still, and know that I am God.”
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    Stephon Sterling is a senior here at Altus High
School. He has attended Altus High School since his
freshman year and has excelled in sports.
      Stephon was born and raised in Phoenix, Arizona
before moving to Altus. He lives with his dad, Jason
Greer, who is a jujitsu coach, his mom, Ashlee Joslin, a
dog groomer, and his siblings, Michael and Tessa
Greer. 
       Stephon is currently involved in basketball and
Link crew here at the high school. During this past
summer, Stephon's team, SWOK Elite was ranked #7
nationally and continues to strive for greatness. He is
determined to bring home wins not just for this team
but for our school team as well.
       After high school, Stephon says he doesn’t have a
detailed idea, he plans to attend college and play
basketball. He plans to pursue a career in real estate.
He states, "I don’t mind where I study  as long as I can
keep playing.” 
     Stephon's favorite thing about Altus High School is
the friends he has created and the unwavering
support of the school. He says that the memories he
has created here will stick with him throughout
adulthood.
     His motivation in life is his past decisions, his
determination to be better, and to be like Kobe
Bryant. His favorite quote is, "I might tell you a joke,
but I'll never tell you a lie.”

By Aubree
Vondohlen 

Senior Editor

Photo Courtesy of Shanda's Shots 
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By Trina Patel
Staff Writer



ALTUS HIGH ADVERTISEMENTS

The Altus High Cheer team will
be selling shirts throughout
the season. If you're
interested in buying a cheer
shirt, please contact a current
cheer member. 
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By Kenli  Greer
Staff Writer

Senior info
Senior picture retakes will
be on Oct. 12th. Girls should
wear a v-neck shirt and boys
should wear a white collared
shirt and tie. Senior ad sales
are underway! A full page in
the yearbook is $250, a half
page is $150, a quarter page
is $80, and an eighth of a
page is $40. Those who
purchase ads will be
entered in a drawing for a
free yearbook. 


